
Interview with music teacher Peter Kunz 

Music is the greatest art 

(greatly abbreviated here- https://dennikn.sk/1152436/ucitel-hudby-najvacsi-

skladatel-bol-bach-moderne-skladby-su-najma-pre-odbornikov-pre-rodicov-a-deti-

nie/feed/) 

Why is serious music called serious, because after all there are comic operas to 
entertain. 

The latter music is not called merry, but folk. Popular. Iťs lighter than the serious 

one. Entertaining, to refresh the mind. Songs. But there were musicians who 

worked harder and were able to compose and play larger scale pieces. This went 

along with perfecting musical instruments, but also with literature and writing 

down the pieces. This was started in the 11 th century by the monk Guido of 

Arezzo. He is the forefather of our musical notation. He invented the linotype of 

music notation and this may have started the development of classical music. It 

was also thanks to notation that classical music was then able to bring lasting 

value. 

But there are also folk or popular songs about serious things. Why serious music 

Don't wejust call it classical, like in other languages'! What does that say about us'! 

Aren't we cutting ourselves short on something'! 

I don't think so. There is also serious literature. Educational. 

But the latter doesn't entertain, while classical music is many limes entertaining. 

Y es, music is not just about the number of notes and bars. There is something 
more to it. Interpretation is also important. Like when someone tells a joke. lťs 
not just about the words either. 

lnteresting. In this context, it occurs to me that Milan Lasica used to say that good 

humour can only come about when you take it deadly seriously. Jsn't that also true oj 

the music'! That serious music is the music that really needs to be taken seriously'! 

It may be so. Serious music is also serious because it deserves a certain respect 

from the listener. For example, to put on appropriate clothing. But in any case 

I think the term was not coined by the composers themselves, but by someone 

else. A lot of people are dealing with their songs, dissecting them, numbering 

them in all sorts of ways, so I guess they invented the idea of calling that music 

classical. 

Music scientists'! 

Yeah. They started studying music in the 17th century. Mattheson, then 

Schubart, or others started writing about composers, their compositions, and how 

they should be interpreted. 

You mentioned the enduring values of classical music. Can popular music also bring 

oj lasting value'! 

It can, but iťs more of an exception because popular music is more subject to 
fashion. Popular music is usually not timeless, like design. 

Well, hut take a pyramíd like that. lts design has endured the longest of any human 
culture. 


























